
 

January 11 / 14 Tevet 5780 

Torah: Genesis 47:28 (page 293) read by  
Cantor Melanie Fine 

Haftorah: I Kings 2:1 (page 312) chanted by  
Maury Pearl 

Greeters: Alana and Sam Levitt 
 

Shabbat Parashat Vay’hi 
In this morning’s Torah portion, Vay’hi, we find Jacob 
offering his final words to his sons. His words are a 
combination of prayer, blessing, curse, psychological 
assessment and hope. Jacob’s words are spoken in poetic 
form on his death bed. The Talmud equates words of a 
dying man to be as binding as a deed which is written and 
delivered. Traditional commentators have understood 
Jacob’s final words as prophetic. As we say farewell to this 
wondrous book, Genesis/Bereshit, may we be blessed with 
the privilege to re-visit it again next year, gleaning yet more 
insight into God and life.  
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